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 Types of Knowledge in Art and Design 

  
                                                   

                               Substantive Knowledge 
 

 
                               Disciplinary Knowledge 

Practical Theoretical Disciplinary 
 

In order to make art with increasing proficiency, pupils need 
to develop practical knowledge in the following areas:  
 
●  Methods and techniques  
●  Media and materials  
●  Formal elements: Line, tone, shape,  
colour, form, pattern, texture.  
 
In our art curriculum, this knowledge largely links to our 
‘Making skills’ strand.  
 

Composition: Making Skills 
(Including formal elements) 

 
 

 

Children gain knowledge of the history of art through our 
knowledge of artists strand.  
 
They consider the meanings and interpretations behind 
works of art that they study and explore artists’ materials 
and processes.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Comprehension: Knowledge of artists 
 
 
 

Disciplinary knowledge refers to the knowledge children 
acquire to help them understand the subject as a discipline.  
 
Pupils learn how art is studied, discussed and judged, 
considering our big questions:  
What is art? 
Why do people make art? How do people talk about art?  
 
In our art curriculum, the strand ‘evaluating and analysing’ 
covers this knowledge.  
 
 

Comprehension: Evaluating and analysing 
 

Generating ideas                                                           Using Sketchbooks 
                                                                                    Exploration                                                                       Exploration  

 
 

The three domains of knowledge, and the interplay between them, enable pupils to generate ideas and use sketchbooks to develop their own artistic 
identity. 

 
 

At St Marys we have chosen three core areas: Drawing, Mixed Media & Sculpture. These core areas are repeated in each year group, providing teachers with greater clarity over knowledge 
and skills progression within the three areas. Teachers can feel confident that children are given opportunities to develop mastery by revisiting core subject knowledge practically in a range 
of contexts with growing complexity. 
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Progression of Knowledge and Skills in core areas 

The progression of knowledge and skills aims to show how pupils progress in art by developing practical, theoretical and disciplinary knowledge in 
the Making skills, Knowledge of artists and evaluating and analysing strands and how this knowledge underpins the skills, techniques and 
practices learned in the art curriculum. 
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Knowledge of Evaluating and Analysing 
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Knowledge of the Elements of Art 
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Knowledge of Artists 
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